Grand Valley State University

ScholarWorks@GVSU
Volume 51, July 11, 2016 - June 5, 2017

Lanthorn, 1968-2001

4-13-2017

Lanthorn, vol. 51, no. 57, April 13, 2017
Grand Valley State University

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.gvsu.edu/lanthorn_vol51
Part of the Archival Science Commons, Education Commons, and the History Commons
Recommended Citation
Grand Valley State University, "Lanthorn, vol. 51, no. 57, April 13, 2017" (2017). Volume 51, July 11, 2016 - June 5, 2017. 57.
https://scholarworks.gvsu.edu/lanthorn_vol51/57

This Issue is brought to you for free and open access by the Lanthorn, 1968-2001 at ScholarWorks@GVSU. It has been accepted for inclusion in
Volume 51, July 11, 2016 - June 5, 2017 by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks@GVSU. For more information, please contact
scholarworks@gvsu.edu.

GRAND VALLEY

ALLENDALE & GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN
STUDENT-RUN PUBLICATIONS // PRINT • ONLINE • MOBILE // LANTHORN.COM

THURSDAY, APRIL 13 // VOL. 51 NO. 57

A job
well
done

LEARNING FROM OTHERS: Students visit multiple poster presentations during Student Scholars Day Wednesday, April 12, in
Henry Hall. SSD is meant to highlight GVSU students who spend time researching a topic that interests them. GVL I EMILY FRYE

Student Scholars Day features lecturers, hundreds of presentations
BY MEGHAN WEBSTER
MWEBSTER@LANTHORN.COM

ith its mission to en
courage student inquiry,
scholarship and re
search, the Office of Un
dergraduate Research and Scholarship
(OURS) at Grand Valley State Univer
sity dedicates one day out of the entire
year to celebrate students of all levels in
their creative and scholarly endeavors.
Student Scholars Day (SSD) was held
Wednesday, April 12, in order to high
light students who have spent a great
deal of time and effort researching a
topic, creating a display and present

W

ing their findings to the community.
With more than 400 presenta
tions and close to 600 presenters par
ticipating in SSD, the Kirkhof Center,
Henry Hall, and the Mary Idema Pew
Library Learning and Information
Commons were busy with students
and faculty as research was presented
throughout the day. SSD was filled
with oral presentations, poster pre
sentations, panel presentations, art
exhibitions, live performances and a
keynote lecture at the end of the day.
Susan Mendoza, director of OURS,
said this opportunity allowed students
to engage in research topics outside of
the classroom, enabling them to gain

ADMINISTRATION

knowledge and research experience.
“A lot of times in classes and
courses, students will spend a large
amount of time on research proj
ects, either collaborative or individ
ual,” Mendoza said. “There’s not al
ways the opportunity to show those
projects and to share those new
ideas, their findings, their creative
work, outside of the classroom.”
Mendoza said the difference be
tween SSD and other research pre
sentations is that SSD is not targeted
toward one major, subject or field of
study. Instead, it allows a diverse group
of individuals to come together in one
space in order to present their topics.

“You’ll have folks coming from
across campus, whether we are
talking about folks who tradition
ally hang out in the Lake build
ings, traditionally over on the other
side of Little Mac and Padnos or in
Kindschi—they all come together
in one venue to share their research
experiences,” Mendoza said.
The research presented during
SSD, gathered from either a course or
an independent study, ranged from
the effects of exercise to methods of
fighting disease to finding the truth
in history to sustainability. Mendoza
said the diversity in topics stemmed
from students having the opportu

nity to research any topic they were
curious or passionate about.
“As you walk around, there are
some students who their project might
be related to their major, it might be
related to their minor, or it might in
tegrate the two or be completely inde
pendent,” Mendoza said. “It’s really up
to them what they are curious about,
what they’re interested in and what
they are willing to devote the time to.”
This diversity allowed students like
Ali Gillman, a GVSU senior pursuing
a bachelor’s degree in fine arts with an
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The search
continues
Three additional candidates to
interview for provost position
BY HANNAH LENTZ
EDI TORIA L@LAN THORN. COM

Three new candidates have been
selected to be considered for the
provost and executive vice president
for academic and student affairs at
Grand Valley State University. Dur
ing the week of Monday, April 17,
these candidates will interview on
the Allendale Campus and will host a
coffee reception on the Pew Campus.
These three additional candidates
follow five previous candidates who
interviewed on campus and did not
receive offers for the position. This
marks the third group of candidates
that have been brought to the uni
versity to interview.
During their speeches, each can
didate will give a presentation on a
topic relevant to academic and stu
dent affairs and the environment at
GVSU. All members of the campus
community are welcome to attend
and each candidate’s presentation as
well as the Q and A session will be
recorded and posted on the GVSU
provost search website 24 hours af
ter each presentation.
They candidates in
clude Nathan Klingbeil, dean of the Col
lege of Engineering
and Computer Sci
ence at Wright State
University; Susanne
Monahan, associate
provost for academic
effectiveness at West
ern Oregon Universi
ty; and John Omachonu,
senior vice provost for aca-
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TRAVELS: Grand Valley State University alumnus Christopher Thomas poses for a photo at Thunderbird Falls in Alaska Sunday, Dec. 4, 2016. Thomas had the idea to
travel to all 50 states in the U.S. in 50 days in his van and began his journey Friday, April 1, 2016 and ended Friday. May 20, 2016. COURTESY I CHRISTOPHER THOMAS

BY KYLE DOYLE
ASSISTANTNEWS@LANTHORN.COM

Taking in the fresh winter air
of Michigan’s Upper Peninsula,
Grand Valley State University
alumnus Christopher Thomas had
an idea: He was going to go to all
50 United States in 50 days.
Thomas set out on his quest and
posted photos and updates to his
Facetxxjk page, 50 States in 50 Days.
He had always wanted to visit all the
states, and it seemed to make sense to
do them all at the same time.
“I just kind of realized I’m in grad
school, I got online courses, I can
travel to all fifty states,” Thomas said.
“I can just do it all at once.”
Beginning Friday, April 1, 2016
and running through Friday, May

20, 2016, Thomas traveled to all 50
states in 50 days in his van (exclud
ing Hawaii and Alaska), visiting at
least one different and unique at
traction in every state, starting in
Indiana and ending in Michigan.
Traveling alone, Thomas used
his van as his primary place of rest,
sleeping in the back of it at truck
stops where he could also get a hot
shower and Wi-Fi to do homework
for his online classes and living by
one rule: no fast food.
Thomas said he didn’t want to
“cop out” and take the easy route,
so he only ate at traditional restau
rants and made sandwiches and
had snacks in the van.
In each state, Thomas made
sure to go somewhere or do some
thing the state is either known for or

something unique that exists inside
its borders that doesn’t anywhere
else, like eating lobster and seafood
in Maine, a personal favorite of
Thomas, and visiting the Monument
Rocks, a large sandstone structure in
the middle of the Kansas plains.
“It’s a seven-mile drive out on
these bumpy dirt roads, and you
get out there and there’s this rock
formation out in the middle of no
where and the rest of the land is
flat,” Thomas said. “And you’re like,
'How the heck is this thing even
here? It shouldn’t be here.’ But it is.”
Along his journey, Thomas en
countered several people who were
both baffled and impressed by his
ambitious undertaking. Talking
to them, he learned different his
torical facts about each location

he was in and gained different per
spectives on how the people there
learned about U.S. history.
While in Louisiana, for example,
he visited Oak Alley Plantation and
New Orleans and talked to a na
tive about the plantation. The topic
turned to how schools taught the sub
ject of slavery and plantations in both
the North and South, and Thomas
said the difference was stark.
“I talked with him for about an
hour and told him about stuff I
was taught in school, and he said,
‘Well, we teach it differently down
here,’” Thomas said. “It’s cool, you
know, to look at something from a
different perspective*
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AWARD WINNERS TO SHARE SUCCESS TIPS
The Frederik Meijer Office of Fellowships will be hosting
an event in an effort to help students looking to better tune
their scholarship writing and application skills entitled "A
Word From Scholars: Panel of Award Recipients Q and A.”
The event will be held Thursday, April 13, at 1 p.m. in the
Kirkhof Center Room 2266.
The panel will consist of five or six students who have
won scholarships and awards who will be answering ques
tions on putting together successful applications, good
essays and other relevant information as well as sharing
their stories and experiences with applying.
The event is intended to help those who wish to apply to
nationally competitive scholarships and awards and all are
welcome to listen, learn and ask questions.

ORCHESTRA CONCERT TO FEATURE GV STUDENT
SOLOISTS
In an upcoming concert Saturday, April 15, at 7:30 p.m.,
two Grand Valley State University seniors will be play
ing solo pieces alongside the Grand Valley Symphony
Orchestra. This is part of the GVSO's annual Orchestra in the
Atrium, an event where they orchestra plays in the atrium
of the Mary Idema Pew Library Learning and Information
Commons.
The seniors, violinist Elizabeth Joyce and saxophon
ist Lindsay Meyers, both won the orchestra competition
as part of the Concerto Competition, an event that allows
student musicians to play in front of a panel of judges from
Michigan universities and, in doing so, secure a spot as a
soloist in this event.

CIVIC ENGAGEMENT SHOWCASE AND AWARDS SET
FOR THURSDAY, APRIL 13
The Civic Engagement showcase and awards ceremony
will be taking place Thursday, April 13, from 3 p.m. to 5
p.m. in the Hagers-Lubbers Exhibition Hall and Loosemore
Auditorium, both in the DeVos Center. The event will high
light Grand Valley State University's commitment to serving
the community as well as highlight local and global partner
ships that are making the campus and world better places.
At the event, GVSU President Thomas Haas and Provost
Gayle Davis will be unveiling GVSU’s new civic action plan.
The event is LIB 100 approved.

SEX ED EVENT TO HIGHLIGHT ISSUES NOT COM
MONLY TAUGHT IN STANDARD SEXUAL EDUCATION
An event titled "Intersectional Sexual Education: What
You Should Have Learned in Sex Ed but Didn’t" will be cov
ering topics that are generally not discussed in traditional
sex education, focusing primarily on what consent is and
why it is important.
The event will take place Friday, April 14, and Saturday,
April 15, at 6 p.m.
The event will also be talking about biological sex (male,
female, intersex), gender identity (man, women, cisgender,
transgender, genderqueer, etc) and sexual orientation (gay,
straight, bisexual, asexual, etc). The event will also touch on
the politics of gender and sexual freedom, national health
care, bathroom bills, the effects traditional marriage laws
have on polygamists and other such topics.

demic affairs at Kennesaw
State University.
Klingbeil has been dean of
the College of Engineering and
Computer Science at Wright
State University since 2013 and
was a professor of mechani
cal and materials engineering
in 2008. He has also held the
position of associate dean for
Academic Affairs from 2010
to 2012 and was the director
of Student Retention and Suc
cess from 2007 to 2009. He
received a bachelors degree in
mechanical engineering from
the University of Dayton and a
master s and doctoral degree in
mechanical engineering from
Carnegie Mellon University.
Klingbeil will interview Mon
day, April 17, from 2 p.m. to
3:30 p.m. in the Kirkhof Center,
Pere Marquette Room (2204)
and Tuesday, April 18, coffee
and conversation from 11 a.m.
to noon in DeVos Center, Re
gency Room (102E).
Monahan filled the position
of associate provost in 2016 and
was a professor of sociology in

ROUND THREE: Susanne Monahan (left), Nathan Klingbeil (middle) and John Omachonu (right) are
pictured above. GVSU will be interviewing the three provost candidates this month,

2013 at Western Oregon Uni
versity. She previously served
as an associate dean and chair
of the department of sociology
and anthropology at Montana
State University. Monahan
earned a bachelors degree in
sociology/anthropology eco
nomics from Swarthmore Col
lege and a master’s and doctoral
degree in sociology from Stan
ford University. Monahan will
interview Wednesday, April 19,
from 2 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. in the
Kirkhof Center, Grand River

Room and Wednesday, April
19, coffee and conversation
from 11 a.m. to noon in DeVos
Center, Regency Room (102E).
Omachonu was named
senior vice provost in 2015.
Before that, he served as vice
provost for Academic Affairs
and chief diversity officer for
Middle Tennessee State Uni
versity from 2011 to 2015, and
associate dean for the College
of Mass Communication from
2004 to 2009. He earned de
grees from Howard University

courtesy
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including a doctorate in mass
communication, a masters in
mass communication and a
bachelors in psychology/zool
ogy. Omachonu will interview
Thursday, April 20, from 2
p.m. to 3:30 p.m. in the Kirkhof
Center, Pere Marquette Room
(2204) and Friday, April 21
from 11 a.m. to noon in DeVos
Center, Regency Room (102E).
GO TO:
http://blt.ly/2p9IT01
FOR MORE INFORMA TION
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The only leg of the jour
ney not taken by car was
Hawaii and Alaska. Thom
as said he found tickets in
Oakland, CA, and flew to
Hawaii and Alaska and then
back to Oakland where he
got back on the road.
Prior to leaving on
the trip, Thomas mapped
out the entire journey in
Google Maps, took note of
each attraction he was go
ing to be stopping at and
put together a budget. He
said in doing this, he would
be able to reach his goal of
50 states in 50 days.
Thomas said the goal
wasn’t to spend one day in all
50 states, but to travel to all
50 in 50 days. For example,
he spent three days in Hawaii
and two in Alaska.
Overall, Thomas wouldn’t
trade the experience for the
world and encourages others
to do the same. He hopes his
trip will inspire others to do
their own because everyone
deserves to see the beauty that
the “nifty fifty” have to offer.
He encourages interested
individuals to make a similar
trip while they still have time.
“Once you get into
the workforce, you know,
you’re not going to have two
months off to do something
like that,” Thomas said.

OUT OF THE CLASSROOM: A student presents at Student Scholars Day Wednesday, April 12. The
event featured more than 400 presentations and approximately 600 presenters. GVL | EMILY FRYE
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emphasis in graphic design, to
design an exercise application
for her independent study.
“My project is called ‘Tag
Team,”’ Gillman said. “Its an
application that I designed
mostly to help two people
who can’t work out together
on a regular basis to actually
be able to do that. It sets you
up by figuring out what kind
of workouts you like; it helps
you figure out what those
workouts do and how to give
you the correct form.
“It helps the pair become
accountable for not only
themselves, but to help each
other to achieve their goals.”
Gillman said participat
ing in SSD has allowed her

to gain experience within
her graphic design major, as
well as obtain valuable skills
that she will be able to utilize
in her future career.
“In the real world, ev
erything is on your own,”
Gillman said. “You’re not al
ways going to have a whole
class to sit there and critique
your work, and you’re not
going to have the kind of
support you usually get in
the classroom. It helps you
prepare for the real world.”
Along with the hundreds
of presentations and post
ers lining the walls, Mendoza
said OURS was initiating a
lunch to celebrate students
going onto graduate and pro
fessional schools after they
graduate. This lunch, which
is new this year, featured two

siblings as keynote speakers,
Delia Fernandez, a historian
of Latino/a history, and Nico
Fernandez, a Ph.D. candidate
in microbiology and molecu
lar genetics at Michigan State
University. They shared their
advice and keys to survival to
the students being celebrated
as they venture into graduate
and professional programs.
SSD concluded with a key
note lecture from Liliana M.
Davalos, a professor of con
servation biology/ecology and
evolution and a research men
tor at Stony Brook University.
Her lecture, “The Importance
of Models Dynamics of Ex
tinction and Their Drivers
From the Miocene to the Last
40 years,” took place at 7 p.m.
in the Pere Marquette Room
of the Kirkhof Center.
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Hantfjoni
EDITORIAL STAFF

PROMOTIONS

Editor-in-chief

Promotions Team

HANNAH LENTZ

SHAYNA KOZKOWSKI

Associate Editor

JESS HODGE
News Editor

EMILY DORAN
Sports Editor

Mm** -

ADVERTISING STAFF
Advertising Manager

AMANDA FELLMAN
Asst. Advertising Manager

IAN BORTHWICK

BEAU TROUTMAN
Account Executive
A & E Editor

IAN BORTHWICK

KATE BRANUM
Account Executive
Laker Life Editor

ASHLYN KORIENEK
Digital Editor

SANDA VAZGEC
Image Editor

JESSICA MATHEW
Ad Designer

ELIZABETH TIBBE
BUSINESS STAFF
Business Manager

KEVIN SIELAFF

NICK ZOMER

Layout Editor

Asst. Business Manager

CHASE HASPER

SHELBY CARTER

Layout Designer

Distribution Manager

BECKY OPPMAN

MEGHAN FITZGERALD

Layout Designer

RACHEL SPRING

WEB TEAM

JOSH GETTER

iiiiimiiiiiiiHiiiiiiiiniiiiiiiiiiiHimmiiinimiiiiimiiiiiiiiiiiiMiiiiiHiiiiiiiiiimiiiimiiiiiMmii
At the Lanthom, we strive to bring you the most accurate news possible. If we make
a mistake, we want to make it right. If you find any errors in fact in the Lanthom, let
us know by calling 616-331-2464 or by emailing editofiak5Manthom.com.
The Grand Valley Lanthorn is published twice-weekly by Grand Valley State
University students 62 times a year One copy of this newspaper is available
free of charge to any member of the Grand Valley Community. For additional
copies, at $1 each, please contact our business offices
NUimMNNtlMMINIMHnNIMIIIIMMlINMIllllllllMNIIHIIIMIIIMIINIIIMHIMIIIHIHMIMIIMIIIIIIIHI

The Lanthorn is published on recycled paper and is printed with soy bean ink.
This means that our newspaper is entirely compostable. Help us do our part to
be kind to the environment by recycling or composting this newspaper after
you enjoy reading it.

POSTMASTER:
Please send form 3579 to:
flnnd Valley Lanthom
OOS1 Kirkhof Center
Brand Valley State University

ABeeitsli, Ml 4*401

CLUES ACROSS
1. Volcanic craters
6. Makes nervous
10. Long strip of cloth
14. Expressions of surprise
15. Perception
17. 2016 World Series runner-up
19. Former Communist power
20. Consume
21. Abyss
22. Regulator gene
23. Card game
24. Women (French)
26. State capital
29. Nursemaid
31. Surface opening
32. Second sight
34. Beloved Mexican dish
35. Discounts

ANSWERS PG 10
37. Ceremonial staff
38. Support with difficulty
39. Reluctant to share information
40. Song
41. Relating to songbirds
43. Conductance units
45 Breezed through
46. Supervises flying
47. Chemical ring
49. Swiss river
50. Not happy
53 Surgery (slang)
57. Let go
58. Take effect
59.__and greet
60. Male offspring
61. Notes

CLUES DOWN
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Vertebrate oncogenes
Troubles
Imitator
Increase motor speed
Midway between south
and southeast
6. Sir__ Newton
7. Penny
8. Ultimate
9. Gummed labels
10. Quiet and dull
11. Cuckooes
12. Dishonest scheme
13. Adult female chicken
16. Breathe in
18. Pieces of land
22. Of I
23. Type of footwear
24. Heavy clubs
25 Conductance unit
27. Approaches
28. Fungi cells
29 Devoured
30. Type of shark.

31. Work steady at one's trade
33. Vegetable
35. Sound-mindedness
36 Matured
37. Chinese communist
revolutionary
39. Large insect
42 Transportation tickets book
43. Female horse

44 Expresses surprise
46. Saudi Arabian king
47. Unleavened bread

48. Christmas
49.
50
51
52
53.
54.

Deity of monotheistic cult
Flowering plant genus
Hairstyle
Radio personality Rick
Something you chew
The 17th letter of the Greek
alphabet
55.__Basinger, actress
56. Midway between north and
northeast

Post a photo of your
favorite Summer
Throwback for a
chance to win a
prize! Be sure to tag
@GVLanthorn and
use #GVTOTW for a
chance to win!

•• • • ••
i

APRIL 13, 2017

GRAND VALLEY LANTHORN

#

NEWS | A3

<&GVLNEWS

ENVIRONMENT

Geology 300 class holds mock trial
Students debate real data from water contamination case
BY EMILY DORAN
NE WS@LAN THORN. COM

As the culmination of a se
mester-long project, the geol
ogy 300 class at Grand Valley
State University held a mock
trial of the 1980s water con
tamination case in Woburn,

Massachusetts. The mock
trial was held as an open event
Tuesday, April 11, in the Mary
Idema Pew Library Learning
and Information Commons.
The geology 300 course,
“Geology and the Environ
ment,” is an upper-level
general education class

PROVING A POINT: Spencer Brower gives his opening statement in
the Mary Idema Pew Library Tuesday, April 11. GVL I hannah zajac

taught by Peter Riemersma,
associate professor of geol
ogy, that is designed to in
crease students’ knowledge
of the intersection between
science and human lives,
problems and institutions.
Throughout the semester,
Riemersma has been leading
his students through a study
of the book “A Civil Action,”
which details the lawsuit filed
against two corporations that
were accused of polluting Wo
burn’s groundwater, possibly
resulting in the unusual leuke
mia cluster in the area.
During the mock trial,
Riemersma’s students act
ed as attorneys and expert
witnesses on the plaintiffs’
and defendants’ sides. The
jury consisted of students
from a geology 100 class,
“Environmental Geology,”
who would receive extra
credit for participating.

backgrounds and majors.
Riemersma said it could be
challenging to put together
course material for such a
diverse group of students.
“One of the problems with
these upper-level gen. eds is if
you have people from a variety
of backgrounds, some people
know this, some people don’t
know this, so what do you
do?” Riemersma said. “Well,
one thing you can do is just
pick something that nobody
knows anything about so ev
eryone’s kind of on the same
page. (There) are some geol
ogy majors in the class, and I
think even the geology majors,
after like a week or so, they’re
beyond anything they have
seen before, so it’s all new. It’s
all new stuff to everybody.”
Ashley Newton, a student in
the course who acted as an ex
pert witness during the mock
trial, said preparing for the

The geology 300 students
had prepared elaborate ex
hibits, including groundwater flow maps and geo
logical cross-sections, with
data from the real case to
use during the mock trial.
Riemersma said one chal
lenge for the students would
be explaining these compli
cated exhibits to the jury.
“Part of the interesting
thing is that, with a few ex
ceptions, these people aren’t
scientists,” Riemersma said.
“They’ve never contoured data
before, they’ve never calculated
ground water flow of velocity,
they’ve never made geologic
cross-sections. So, they learn
how to do all that stuff, (and)
they have to be able to explain
it to a jury, teach it to a jury and
argue for their interpretation.”
Because geology 300 is
a general education class, it
has students from different

project was a unique challenge.
“I think the hardest part
is being a non-geology major
and taking this on and learning
new skills that comes with it,”
she said. “I’m an anthropology
major, so I do a lot of papers
for finals’ exams, so doing this
is kind of a nice little break but
also challenging at the same
time because you got to come
up with these questions and
know how to answer them.”
Riemersma said the mock
trial would be an unforgettable
experience for his students.
“They’re all going to re
member this,” he said. “If
there’s anything they remem
ber this semester, they will re
member the mock trial. So, of
course, as (an) educator, you
always want students to kind
of remember something about
your class, and I’m positive, a
decade from now, they’ll re
member the mock trial.”

FELLOWSHIP

GV announces Design Thinking Academy
Applications open for program starting fall 2017
BY JENNA FRACASSI
JFRACASSI@LANTHORN.COM

The Design Ihinking Acad
emy (DTA), a newly estab
lished program at Grand Valley
State University, is designed to
teach students the collabora
tive, problem-solving experi
ence of design thinking.
“The academy is a pro
gram—it’s a non-credited
program—which provides
the experience of learning
design thinking and then
applying design thinking,”
said John Berry, director of
GVSU’s Design Thinking
Initiative and the DTA.
Design thinking is a
human-centered, creative
approach to solving chal
lenges. Some of the ele

ments this process relies
on include defining the
problem, considering and
creating ideas, integrating
feedback, and empathizing.
Many businesses and pro
fessionals utilize this prob
lem-solving process to best
serve their customers. Berry
said through the academy,
more than 25 organizations
will be working closely with
a cross-discipline group of
GVSU students on any is
sues they may have.
- -Undergraduate
students
from all majors and colleges
within GVSU can apply to
th6 academy, though only 15
students will be accepted into
the program for its initial year
beginning in the fall of 2017.
The deadline to submit an ap

plication, which can be found
online on the DTA homepage,
is Friday, May 5.
Once accepted, students
will become DTA fellows.
They will begin the program
by going through a deep
dive session, which will serve
as an introduction to the
concept of design thinking.
Then, they will be divided
into small teams of students
from different majors and be
presented with a communi
ty-based problem to solve.
Chris Lopez, a junior lib
eral studies major at GVSU,
participated jn both a test
pilot for tlie DTA and a
design-thinking deep-dive.
He said he has worked with
Berry on design thinking
for more than two years.

“(The deep-dive) is a very
abbreviated version of what the
academy will be doing: It’s five
to six hours of just basically a
crash course into design think
ing,” Lopez said. “They teach
you how to use design think
ing, what it is, why people use
it and then give you your own
problem for the day to try to
help solve that you work on,
usually with a group of people.”
For the test pilot, Lopez
said they formed a team of
five or six students to work
with Disability Support Re
sources (DSR) to address
how GVSU accounted for
students with disabilities.
He said the process lasted
about two semesters, dur
ing which time they inter
viewed students, people

with disabilities, counsel
ors and more.
Lopez
described
the
methodology
of design
thinking as being very useroriented, saying it allows you
to really identify and solve
the unsolved needs of the
people you’re trying to help.
“For me, design thinking
is boiled down to ‘How may I
best serve you?”’ Ixjpez said. “I
think that’s really what design
thinking gets at. You’re asking
your user, your customer, who
ever you want to help, ‘How
can I better help you? How can
I better serve you as a company,
as a person? What would make
your experience better?”’
Jonathan Cook, who grad
uated from GVSU in 2016
with a finance and account

ing degree and now works
for Google, described design
thinking as a process that at
tempts to scale innovation.
“1 advocate design think
ing because of the themes I
see inherent within the pro
cess, like it works best when
you (bring) your whole self
to the problem-solving pro
cess,” Cook said via email.
“It encourages you to share
that big, crazy, out-of-thebox idea because that usu
ally is what leads the team to
the best solution. It also em
phasizes a team culture that
understands, supports and
builds off each other.”
LOG ON TO:
www.lanthorn.com
FOR THE FULL ARTICLE

RECOGNITION

Graduating seniors honored at Student Awards Convocation
BY DYLAN GROSSER
DGROSSER@LANTHORN.COM

Students graduate from
college all the time, but not
everyone makes it out of
college being praised by the
deans of their discipline for
their academic excellence.
When a student aims to
achieve their absolute best,
and they do everything
they can to succeed, they
have the chance to be the
recipient of an Excellence
Award given out during the
Student Awards Convoca
tion at Grand Valley State
University.
The
yearly
ceremony
awards 120 students in differ
ent disciplines chosen by fac
ulty members of those majors.
In addition to the Excellencein-a-Discipline Awards, stu
dents also have the opportu
nity to be recognized in three
other categories of awards.
This year, Monday, April 10,
the most prestigious award of
the night, the Kenneth R. Ven-

derbush Leadership Award,
was given to student senate
president Ella Fritzemeier.
The Venderbush Award rec
ognizes a GVSU senior who
has demonstrated exceptional
leadership and academic abili
ties, with nominations coming
from students, faculty and staff.
Fritzemeier shared the
evening’s spotlight with stu
dent composer and music
major Nikolaus Schroeder.
Each received three awards
total, including the Excel
lence Awards in their majors,
along with the Glenn A. Niemeyer Award, named after
the first provost at GVSU.
“I just feel overwhelmed
that I received three awards,”
Fritzemeier said. “There are
so many great students that
go to Grand Valley that it’s
just an honor to have been se
lected for any of the awards,
let alone three of them.”
The other two recipients
of the Niemeyer Award were
graduate students Lauren
Huisman and Megan Madole.

WORD SCRAMBLE
Rearrange the letters to spell
something pertaining to home design.

Seniors Skylar Wolfe and
Lukas Schroeder took their
Excellence Awards in women,
gender and sexuality studies
and music, respectively, in ad
dition to winning the Thomas
M. Seykora Award for Out
standing Contribution. The
Seykora Award recognizes
students for their “significant
and outstanding” involvement
in the GVSU campus commu
nity, according to the award
description. The other win
ners of the award were Terrell
Couch, Christopher Jing-Ho
Doherty, Jadyn Ermoyan,
Brandon Fitzgerald, Malayna
Hasmanis, Brianna Miranda,
Sean O’Melia and Schroeder.
Provost and executive vice
president for academic and
student affairs Gayle Davis
gave a speech to the receiving
body about the work they’ve
accomplished and the path
they’ve forged to graduation.
Ihe retiring provost said for
the first time she shared the
feeling of leaving GVSU with
this year’s graduating class.

“You and I will lose the
special environment of col
lege soon,” she said. “With
that departure, we will gain
independence and auton
omy but lose the
extraordinary
intellectual
climate and
support of
our uni
versity.”
Davis
asked the
students
what mo
ments
of
their
life
contributed
to their honor
and how they
had developed as
individuals because of
their time at GVSU.
“I really believe reflecting
on one’s experiences helped
you form thoughtful and in
formed action and success
in your future,” Davis said.
The convocation was
held by the Office of the

Provost for the first time
this year after a long tradi
tion of being held by the
Dean of Student Office.
Executive assistant to the
provost Linda Stratton said

the award ceremony was
previously held as a din
ner event in years past but
changed as GVSU grew in
size.

KEYNOTE: Gayle Davis speaks at the Student Awards Convocation
in the L.V. Eberhard Center Monday. April 10. GVL I MACKENZIE BUSH
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could not ask for a better company to work for. You
can make a career for yourself. I am proof of that.Jjp JJ|
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Allendale location (former Save-a-lot building) on
Thursday, April 13 from 10am - 3pm
4965 Lake Michigan Drive

\\mj MMSvy

A4

APRIL 13, 2017

OPINION

EDITORIAL

GRAND VALLEY LANTHORN
(&GVLNEWS &

By Oliver Love

GVL EDITORIAL CARTOON

Lifelong
learning

ARE YOU STAYING ON
CAMPUS THIS WEEKEND?
r NAH. I'M 80IN8
HOME POP THE
LPASSOVER. YOU?
HOME FOR
EASTER.

Opportunities to learn about other
religions, backgrounds all around us
f you’re not a religious
person, it can be easy to
brush off religious holi
days as they come and
go every year, especially if its
not Christmas. This Sunday
is Easter, a Christian holiday,
and— unless you celebrate
the holiday or have kids hunt
ing for eggs— many people
wont do more than shrug.
And many Christians who do
celebrate the holiday, may not
know much about religions
other than their own.
However, in a world that
is full of religious tension, its
more important than ever to
educate yourself about other
religions. Our society con
tinues to blend and evolve,
and one of our responsibili
ties as U.S. citizens is to be
religiously tolerant - it’s in
the Constitution.
As a college student,
you have more opportuni
ties than ever to learn more
about or get involved in re
ligious organizations. Grand
Valley State University has 20
faith-related student organi
zations, and the city of Grand
Rapids has a large faith com
munity. From the campus’
new Wiccan club, to Catho
lic Student Ministries, to the
Muslim Students’ Associa
tion, GVSU students have a
wide array of groups to ex
plore and discover and even
the option to start a new one.
Grand Rapids is also a
great resource for those look
ing to learn more. Within the
city. you can find mosques,
churches, synagogues and
other places of religious
worship. As long as you ap
proach other religions with
respect and genuine inter
est, in most cases, people
would probably love to
share with you what
their religion means
to them. Do your
research, talk to the
right people and you
may find out some
thing you wouldn’t
have otherwise known.

I

GVSU, and most uni
versities, give us the unique
experience of immersing
ourselves in different cultures
with people who are different
than us and hold views that
might not align with ours.
Talking to them and learn
ing from them is never about
changing your thoughts and
your religion, but more about
expanding your knowledge
to include people of all walks
of life. Events are held every
day on campus that look at
different religions and beliefs.
Beyond religion, educat
ing yourself as a citizen of
the world is one of the best
things you can do for your
self. More than classes, more
than degrees, being a citizen
of the world means life long
learning and keeping an
open mind. Ask questions.
Open your mind. Educate
yourself. Knowing more can
never hurt. The world we live
in is a big one and in college
there are so many opportuni
ties to meet people with dif
ferent backgrounds, which
we all should be tolerant and
supportive of.
So during religious holi
days, it’s the perfect time to
step outside of your boundar
ies or your comfort zone and
learn something new. This
goes beyond religion, includ
ing other diverse perspectives
in the world today. With the
world at your fingertips, take
the time to experience new
cultures. Cultural competen
cy is a valuable quality, and
college is the perfect place to
start learning.

Wf

WANNA SWAP
STORIES WHEN
\ WE SET BACK?

fT

editorial@lanthorn.com

Don’t forget about the Pistons leaving the Palace

BY JAKE KEELEY
EDI TORIA L@LAN THORN. COM

What seems to have been
lost amongst all the commo
tion of the Red Wings leaving
the historic Joe Louis Arena is
the fact the Pistons are leaving
the Palace of Auburn Hills.
The Pistons, let’s not forget,
at one time held a favorable
position within our sports
landscape, and I would be
remiss if I did not mention
their move from the Palace to
downtown Detroit. Basket
ball is obviously an intensely

BY SHAE SLAUGHTER
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WHAT IS A LANTHORN?
Lanthorn is two syllables,
pronounced Lant-horn. It is a
lantern that was used in midto-late 16th century Europe. It
was constructed of leather and a

single lens made of a thin piece
of ox or steer horn. It was used
for illumination and as a beacon.
The Grand Valley Lanthorn
slogan is: "Give light and the
people will find their own way.”

GVL OPINION POLICY
The goal of the Grand Valley
Lanthorn's opinion page is to act
as a forum for public discussion,
comment and criticism in the
Grand Valley State University
community. Student opinions
published here do not
necessarily reflect those of the
paper as an entity.
The Grand Valley Lanthorn
aims to be a safe vehicle for
community discussion. The
Lanthorn will not publish
or entertain any forms of
hate speech, but will not
discriminate against any other
views, opinions or beliefs. The
content, information and views
expressed are not approved by
nor necessarily represent those
of the university, its Board of
Trustees, officers, faculty or staff
Reader submissions on the
opinion page appear as space
permits, and are reserved
for letters to the editor only,

what you will, but I’m six foot
tall and I think my shins were
bleeding from rubbing them
on the chair in front of me dur
ing my last visit at the Joe. On
the contrary, what the Palace
lacks is exactly that charm.’
There is nothing that stands
out at the Palace, aside from a
long drive and a longer time
spent waiting to exit.
So, time to be excited for
Little Caesar’s arena right?
Wrong. Don’t be fooled as
there is nothing good about
publicly funded stadiums,
especially when the team
owner/owners are extremely
wealthy individuals. The “it’ll
be good for the city” crowd
either has not been to Detroit
in quite some time, or is taking
the contrarian view that after
Ford Field and Comerica Park
opened Detroit really hit its
stride. There is simply no re
search to suggest that opening
a new sports stadium moves
an economy forward.
Furthermore, there is

common sense that says un
derfunded schools/programs
decrease the probability of
creating a thriving community.
Any local school would love to
see a fraction of the money the
public put up to finance this
stadium, but instead it is spent
on a flashy new arena that will
likely result in a short-lived
spike in attendance, followed
by one or two all-star games
before another city gets suckered into financing a newer,
better stadium.
Unfortunately, what’s done
is done, and we can only look
to the future. You might actu
ally be surprised to find that
I’m quite happy the Pistons
are moving to Detroit. I’ll
gladly take heading to Detroit
over Auburn Hills any day of
the week. It’s just in the way
they are moving which upsets
me. If they could potentially
offer any increase in Andre
Drummond’s free throw
percentage, maybe I would
change my mind.

We need the first amendment

GVL EDITORIAL BOARD

Lant • horn, n. [old English]

popular sport in Michigan,
and the memories that the
'best five alive’ elicit from their
time at the Palace rival any of
those created at the Joe.
Upon first thought it may
seem trivial to compare the
two, but it’s really not, trust me!
Mr. Big Shot, Sheed, Big Ben,
Rip and Tayshaun were as for
midable as any five guys could
be on a basketball court, and
their run of conference finals
appearances demonstrate just
that. At the time, the Palace
was a rowdy venue, and I can
only imagine the noise that
was generated during the Bad
Boys era. However, as the Pis
tons organization has learned,
and the Red Wings organiza
tion appear to be learning, all
good things must come to an
end, which concludes our time
at the Palace and JLA.
Upon review of the two
stadiums, the comparisons
stop after housing champion
ship teams. The Palace is a
nice venue. The Joe is not. Say

all other reader-generated
content can be submitted to
the Grand Valley Lanthorn’s
YourSpace page by emailing
community@lanthorn.com.
Letters to the editor should
include the author's full name
and relevant title along with a
valid email and phone number
for confirming the identity of
the author. Letters should be
approximately 500-650 words
in length, and are not edited
by the staff of the Grand Valley
Lanthorn outside of technical
errors for clarity.
To make a submission,
email at editorial@lanthorn.
com or by dropping off your
submission in person at:

0051 KIRKHOF CENTER
GRAND VALLEY STATE
UNIVERSITY
ALLENDALE, Ml 49401
616-826-8276

EDI TORIA L@LAN THORN. COM

Westboro Baptist Church,
nails on chalkboards, Tomi
Lahren and the guests of The
Maury Povich Show. What do
these things have in common?
Ding, ding, what is... things
that make my ears bleed when
I hear them speak? Just like
that you could win a Jeopardy
category focused around my
life. However, these things also
have more in common than
just the ability to annoy me,
they are also entitled to free
speech and protection under
the first amendment.
Okay so maybe the nails
don’t have that right because
they’re an inanimate object,

but I was trying to make an
overarching point. Yikes,
right? We actually legally al
low churches’ to yell horrible
slurs at military funerals and
make their website domain
a defamatory statement. We
allow people to go on TV and
use obscenities when discuss
ing their cheating boyfriend’s
lie detector test. It’s frustrating,
it’s intriguing and it’s legal.
The first amendment,
the most well-known of all
amendments, is not put in
place with censorship and
classiness in mind. It is put
in place to protect the rights
that should be granted to all
citizens, the right to opin
ions and beliefs. The things
about free speech is that it
exists regardless of whether
or not you like what some
one is saying. That point
brings me back to my first
sentence and Tomi Lahren.
Many of you have probably
heard of her and her somewhat
high pitched rants courtesy of
The Blaze and her show on it
including her ‘final thoughts’.
She’s loud, aggressive and
unapologetic. All of these traits
are intriguing because they

aren’t seen often in women.
However, though I can support
her strong will, my disap
proval for Lahren comes from
our opposing viewpoints on
almost everything, alongside
the harshness and sometimes
seemingly misinformed way
she seems to preach.
That being said, not long
ago her appearance on The
View surprised me. A much
more understandable and
approachable version of herself
appeared as Lahren spoke
about her views. Her calmer
demeanor in a neutral setting
allowed for me to listen to her
more closely. She even men
tioned that she was pro-choice,
something that I’m sure many
people, including myself, were
surprised about. Many strictly
conservative republicans fall
on the other side of that fence.
Lahren argued that since she
is for limited government that
it would be hypocritical to be
lieve that the government still
has a say on women’s bodies.
After her appearance, many
people viewed her in a new
light. These people included
the owner of The Blaze, the
network that Lahren’s show

appeared on. In a very con
venient timing of events she
was suspended from her show
and ultimately fired. She was
punished for speaking her
opinion, the very thing that she
was initially hired to do.
The thing is, with the first
amendment and the country
we live in, opinions are neces
sary and should be encour
aged. Shame on The Blaze and
like-minded individuals who
work to hush those with opin
ions that conflict their own.
We don’t have to support what
others say, but we do have to
support their right to do so.
What kind of country
would we be if no one was
able to stand up for what they
believe in? That’s right, wed
be living in a dictatorship,
not a democracy. America is
supposed to be synonymous
with freedom and opportu
nity. For that reason, I support
Lahren’s conservative rants
and Maury Povich’s DNA tests.
They might not be my cup of
tea, but they might be my very
own Boston Tea Party. In other
words, shout out to all of you
outspoken individuals, keep
saying what you will.
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THIS ISSUE’S QUESTION

DID YOU KNOW?

Do you plan on attending
Student Scholars Day?

Have you ever researched a
religion that you are not a
part of?

The egg in Jewish Passover represents
the position of the Jewish people at
the time of the Exodus from Egypt. For
Christians, the Easter egg is a symbol of
the resurrection of Jesus Christ.
For more information, talk to
members of Campus Ministry, Campus
Interfaith or a religious studies professor.

Yes
No

33%
67%

QUESTION OF THE ISSUE

LOG ON & VOTE
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HAVE YOU EVER RESEARCHED A RELIGION THAT YOU ARE NOT A PART OF?

SVETLANA FISCHER

JAIME SCANE

“Yes. All of them. I like interfaith events and
perspectives.”

’Yes, Islam. I had to for a class."

YEAR: Senior
MAJOR: Clinical Exercise Science ■
HOMETOWN: Rochester Hills. Michigan

YEAR: Freshman
MAJOR: Exercise Science
HOMETOWN: Allegan. Michigan

RENEE VREEDENBURG

MIGUEL GONZALES

"I've studied many religions and even took a clinical on
religious inequalities.”

"Yes, Hinduism. I was curious."

WHAT’S YOUR PROBLEM?
HAVE A PROBLEM THAT
YOU NEED HELP SOLVING?
SEND US AN EMAIL.
EDITORIAL@LANTHORN.COM

YEAR: Junior
MAJOR: Nonprofit Administration
HOMETOWN: Alpena. Michigan

YEAR: Sophomore
MAJOR: Excerclse Science
HOMETOWN: Detroit, Michigan
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DRUG PREVENTION

EMPLOYMENT

MPI Research to host career fair
Event to highlight prospective jobs in health care
BY MEGHAN MCBRADY
MMCBRADY(g)LANTHORN.COM

KNOWING THE RISKS: Katrina Rast speaks about the truths, lies and consequences of marijuana
Tuesday, April 11. ACES offers multiple programs about substance education. GVL | MACKENZIE BUSH

Learning about marijuana
ACES, GVPD partner for educational program
BY CELIA HARMELINK
CHA RMEL INK@LANTHORN. COM

The Alcohol & Other
Drugs Campus Education Ser
vices (ACES) organization and
the Grand Valley State Univer
sity Police Department teamed
up to present the program
“Marijuana: Truth, Lies and
Consequences” Tuesday, April
11, in the Kirkhof Center.
ACES’ goal is to educate
students on drug and alcohol
usage, focusing on prevention,
intervention and recovery.
Throughout the presenta
tion, topics related to marijuana
were brought to light, includ
ing methods of consumption,
the measuring of weight and
potency, and the short- and
long-term harmful effects of
marijuana. Current laws and
consequences of using illegal
substances were also discussed.
Something
students
might not realize is that
smoking marijuana can have
the same effects as drink
ing and be just as dangerous
when it comes to driving.
“People think more about
drinking and driving versus
smoking and driving or us
ing edibles and driving,” said
GVPD Officer Collin Wallace.
Katrina Rast, a doctoral-

level intern at the Univer
sity Counseling Center, said
ACES offers multiple pro
grams throughout the year
similar to this one.
“We also run the educa
tional workshops for indi
viduals who have been caught
on campus either smoking
or using drugs who are typi
cally funneled through those
programs,” she said. “It just
provides a little extra educa
tion surrounding alcohol and
drug use. What we typically
do is just try to educate so stu
dents are making healthy and
responsible choices regarding
drugs and alcohol.”
Education on drug and
alcohol usage can be useful
for students because they will
likely run into these issues liv
ing on a college campus. Rast
said just knowing the risks in
volved and the health conse
quences could ultimately help
students if they are faced with
a difficult situation.
“It’s just important to kind
of know what you’re getting
into, so that’s why we kind
of stress the education,” Rast
said. “Any time you use mari
juana or decide to drink alco
hol, you do increase your risks
of both health and legal con
sequences, so just be aware of

that and use responsibly.”
Wallace reiterated the im
portance of education.
“Ultimately, we really try
to not make anybody feel bad
if that’s a choice they want
to make,” Wallace said. “We
would just prefer that you
have all the knowledge that
we have before you make
those decisions so you can do
it safely and responsibly.”
Students who are strug
gling with either alcohol or
drug usage should not be
afraid to ask for help. There
are many resources available
through GVSU for students
to take advantage of, such as
ACES’ 12-step meetings for
drugs and alcohol offered in
the Kirkhof Center and the
University Counseling Center.
“What I would say is if
you’re struggling, please
come to the counseling cen
ter, please reach out for help,”
Rast said. “This isn’t a strug
gle you have to do alone.
Please just ask for help be
cause we do have the services
available and we are willing
and able to help students who
want to change their lives.”
GO TO:
www.gvsu.edu/aces/

In 2014, the Bureau of
Labor Statistics reported
that employment in the
health care field is projected
to grow 19 percent from
2014 to 2024, adding about
2.3 million new jobs.
Highlighting the advance
ment of global health care
and research and an enrich
ing workplace environment,
MPI Research will be hosting
a career fair Monday, April 24,
from 3 p.m. to 8 p.m. at the
Groves Center in Kalamazoo.
MPI Research is a preclinical and toxicology-certified
research organization that
does scientific studies for
sponsors. The Mattawanbased organizations goal is
to bring safer and healthier
products into the world.
MPI Research has con
ducted contracted scientific
research for sponsors in a
variety of areas. Research and
analysis have included stud
ies in drug safety, bioanalytical studies, surgery, imagery,
analytical studies and medi
cal device evaluations.
Laura Van Popering, the
associate director of human re
sources at MPI Research, said
having the career fair would
allow recent college graduates,
post-doctoral students and
current college students to find
work in a professional health
care environment.
“We have over 100 posi
tions open right now, and
we are continuing to grow,”
she said.
Van Popering said hiring
managers would be at the ca
reer fair, along with research
technicians, and videos will
be shown of the day-to-day
work schedule of an MPI
Research employee.
All of the positions, she
said, will be laid out at the
career fair. She said the hir

FOR MORE INFORMATION

ing managers will be there to
talk to potential applicants
about particular jobs and
their requirements.
“I have positions that I can
fill that are non-degree,” Van
Popering said. “I have positions
that if somebody is coming out
of biology or a chemistry or a
life science, any of those areas,
but I’ll even take psychology
(if) a person is interested in re
search and science.
“This is a great oppor
tunity because we have a
fabulous, hands-on training
program. It is a minimum
three-month training process
that goes with it as we work
directly with our new hires.”
Sarah Gorkowski, a student
at Grand Valley State Univer
sity studying cell and molecu
lar biology, said having a career
fair aimed at health care pro
fessionals would be beneficial
for recent college graduates.
“The goal of getting a de
gree is to a get a job,” she said.
“If you are graduating and
don’t yet have a job lined up,
my professionally dressed self
would be hopping on over to
see if one those people might
be willing to give me a job.”
Brittany Collins, a student
at GVSU and a cardiac moni
tor technician at Spectrum

Health, said the career fair
could also help students find
areas of interest in health care.
“I’m going pre-med but
still trying to figure out if I
want to go cardiology or a car
diac surgeon,” Collins said. “I
feel that the career fair could
help me look at my options
and which is the best for me.”
Ultimately, Van Popering
said, with health care con
tinuing to grow and change
throughout the world, being
part of the scientific process
allows further research and
studies into creating a cohe
sive working environment for
expanded learning.
“Anyone interested in a ca
reer in science, its not math
ematical necessarily, but if
somebody has the biology, the
chemistry, even business, there
are many different areas that
we are looking for,” she said.
“We don’t have expectations
that somebody is going to have
animal research or experience
coming out of college.
“Otherwise, recent grads
that want full-time employ
ment and fabulous benefits,
this is a fabulous company?

http://blt.ly/2o7DSDX
FOR MORE INFORMATION

NETWORKING: A student talks to a recruiter from Spectrum Health
during the Career Fair Thursday, Feb. 23, 2016. GVL | LUKE HOLMES
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Greenhouse

April 15 at 12pm
Pregame tailgate outside the stadium by the pavilion at 9am
(food will be served at Ham)

Free food, drinks and giveaways!
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Taking steps against sexual assault

SLEEP AND STRESS SCREENING
While deadlines and finals are slowly approaching,
the pressure might be ruining your sleeping schedule
and causing unneeded stress.
The Counseling Center at Grand Valley State University
will be holding free and confidential stress and sleep
screenings Wednesday, April 19, from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. in
th^ Mary Idema Pew Library on the Allendale Campus.
GVSU counselors will be handing out brief surveys de
signed to help students gain awareness of their stress and
sleep-related concerns and come up with a game plan.

BY ASHLYN KORIENEK
LAKERUFE@LANTHORN.COM

In solidarity to victims and
survivors of sexual assault,
more than 300 Grand Val
ley State University students
marched around campus Tues
day, April 11, to support the
GVSU Interfratemity Coun
cil’s (IFC) semiannual “Steps
Against Sexual Assault” event.
The walk acts as part of
Aprils Sexual Assault Aware
ness Month, an annual cam
paign designed to raise pub
lic awareness about sexual
violence and how to act as an
active bystander.
Participants battled the
chilly temperatures and lined
up by the Cook Carillon
Tower at 7:30 p.m., where stu
dents walked silently around
Mackinac Hall and back to
the Kirkhof Center. Originally,
the walk was called “Walk-AMile in Her Shoes,” but was
changed nearly two years ago
to support all gender identities
who face sexual violence.
“Over the past two years, we
realized that we didn’t like that
title as sexual assault can affect
anyone,” said Joshua Woolard,
IFC president. “Steps Against
Sexual Assault is one of those
events that should be impor
tant to everyone not just IFC.”
After the walk was complete,
participants gathered in the
Pere Marquette Room where
keynote speakers Danielle
Lucksted, Safe Haven Minis

LAS DANCE WORKSHOP AT GV
As the end of the semester slowly approaches,
students are scrambling to finish projects and pa
pers before finals and graduation. However, the Latin
American and Latino/a studies program at Grand Valley
State University invites students to take time away from
work during the "LAS Dance Workshop.”
The event Friday, April 14, at 1 p.m. will take place at
the Frederik Meijer Honors College, where students can
learn to salsa and other Latin American dance moves
with Social Dance Studio. For more information, contact
David Stark at starkd@gvsu.edu.

EXCELLENCE SERIES: TURNING YOUR INNER
CRITIC TO A CAREER CHAMPION*
Presented by Kim Monaghan, a career consultant with
Grand Valley State University’s Human Resources, the
"Turning Your Inner Critic to a Career Champion" talk
challenges what it means to channel your inner critic and
face difficult questions that could harm your career.
If managed correctly, Monaghan believes this inner
"voice” can be a force for positive change. This workshop
Tuesday, April 18, in the Kirkhof Center’s Room 2270 will
take place from 8:30 a m. to 11:30 a m.
The event will help students identify ways to formulize change will build their confidence. In addition,
students will explore how to locate their "inner critic’s
fraudulent behavior" and create success.
Those interested should register at www.gvsu.edu/
sprout. Contact Human Resources at hro@gvsu.edu for
more details.

GVSU SURPLUS STORE TO HOLD OPEN HOURS
Selling reused and repurposed items to students,
faculty and the Grand Rapids community, the Grand
Valley State University Surplus Store will hold open hours
Wednesday, April 19, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Many repurposed and used university items will be
sold in store and online for less than the original price.
Anything from a Apple products, to furniture and even
office supplies can be found at this sale.
General public without a GVSU parking pass can park
in the Watson Lot, after notifying the attendant. Faculty,
staff and students with the appropriate parking pass are
permitted in all designated GVSU lots. Students without
a pass are encouraged to park at the meters.

DIVERSITY

Student senate hosts
first annual 'human
library project’
BY RILEY COLLINS

Not every student has the
opportunity to have a conversa
tion with a police officer and a
member of the LGBT commu
nity together over lunch. At stu
dent senates first ever “Human
Library Project,” held Monday,
April 10, where Grand Valley
State University students had
the chance to ask questions to a
group of human “books” from
diverse backgrounds.
“The goal of the event is to
allow for a framework between
students and the books to have
dialogue and challenge stereo
types and prejudices that we see
every dayf said Jakob Bigard,
member of the student senate.
During the event, students
were invited to “check out”
any of 11 human “books”
for 15 to 20 minutes before
checking out another. Dur
ing this time, students could
ask anything to their human
book and often, conversa
tions took unexpected turns.
For officer Betsy Wenk of
the Grand Valley Police De

#

ACTIVISM
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partment (GVPD), many of
the students she spoke with
had different information
they wanted to know. Some,
she said, asked about hu
man trafficking, while others
wanted to know how GVPD
handles assault cases.
“I’ve had some pretty in
teresting perspectives. It hasn’t
been just one focus or view
point so far, it’s not as straight
forward as a bio,” she said.
Students were able to
speak with representatives
from other organizations
such as Wesley Ministries, the
West Michigan Hindu Tem
ple, Alternative Directions
and the Association for the
Blind and Visually Impaired.
Bigard said the inspiration for
getting all of these voices to
gether to speak with students
was a growing need for unity
on campus and across the U.S.
“I just thought this would
be a neat event for our com
munity because I know that
Grand Valley is pretty open
and accepting to people
with different backgrounds,”
he said. “With everything

currently happening with
politics, I thought it would
be a good idea to make this
event possible.”
Within their different
backgrounds,
interesting
stories about career choices
and post-work hobbies were
included in conversations
with human books. Wenk is
a nontraditional student, a
GVPD officer and a mother.
She will soon be finishing
her liberal studies degree but
when she started school, she
thought her ideal major was
criminal justice.
Greg Lawton, director of
Wesley Fellowship, similarly
thought he was going to be
a scientist in college, never
considering the possibility of
being a deacon in the United
Methodist Church. In the
end, he traded his career as an
environmental consultant for
a position he said could show
college students a more liberal
approach to religion.
“Our ministry’s motto
is: Be You with us,” he said.
“Whoever you are, whatever
you got, come on in.”
Lawton said assumptions
and quick judgements are
dangerous, since it can cause
people to be misinformed
about each other. Those who
are skeptical of the faith might
be surprised by how welcom
ing people like Lawton can be.
“I think people are often
waiting for the switch,” he
said. “Like you’re nice enough
until this point, then you’re
not so nice. We don’t make
that switch,” he said.
The human books at the
event were proof there are di
verse voices around the cam
pus community just waiting
to be heard. Both students
and the professionals left
knowing they could talk
freely, and that someone was
listening on the other end.

tries prevention and education
coordinator, and Mara Furlich,
YWCA program coordinator,
spoke about prevention and
bystander intervention.
During the presentation,
Lucksted and Furlich identi
fied a 2012 GVSU survey that
found 1 out of 4 women and 1
out of 10 men at GVSU were
victims of rape or sexual as
sault. Addressing alcohol on
college campuses, they fur
ther spoke with the audience
about the role of alcohol, in
capacitation and consent.
“When it comes to sexual
assault we often talk about
alcohol because it Is typi
cally present on college cam
puses,” Lucksted said. “Fifty
percent of sexual assaults on
college campuses involve al
cohol. That’s massive.”
In addition, students
asked questions on how to
support victims and par

ticipated in a “fact or myth”
portion of the talk, which
covered the topics of victim
blaming and rape culture.
During the past few weeks,
members of the IFC tabled
in Kirkhof to sell $1 buttons
and collect donations, where
proceeds will aid the Women’s
Center to allocate a sexual as
sault survivor fund.
The fund was coordinated
by Ashley Schulte, victim ad
vocate at GVSU, alongside
Nicholas Kapusta, the IFC’s
programming chair, to support
the financial needs of victims or
survivors of sexual assault.
“This fund is a fresh new
idea that Ashley and I came
up with,” Kapusta said. “(The
fund) will help survivors pay
for the necessities they need
to either live off, such as gro
ceries and toiletries, or even
paying for the aid they need
to help get through the emo

tional point after the assault
has taken place.”
Currently, the fund has no
set goal amount but the IFC
hopes others will be inspired
to take action and support
the cause as well.
As the 2017 Steps Against
Sexual Assault saw record
breaking numbers of attend
ees, Woolard hopes to con
tinue this program for years
to come. Reflecting on its ef
forts, he said the IFC is dedi
cated to the prevention of sex
ual assault at GVSU and plans
to continue this advocacy
through other programs, too.
‘As a council, we have
been speaking up against sex
ual assault for years,” he said.
“We want the student body,
campus administration and
Greeks from all around to see
that at Grand Valley we are be
ing proactive in educating and
preventing sexual assault.”

AWARENESS: GVSU students silently march in support of the Interfratemity Council’s "Steps Against
Sexual Assault" event Tuesday. April 11. starting at the Cook Carillon Tower.
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Raw Beauty Initiative event talks
about finding God through suffering
BY TY KONELL
TKONELL@LANTHORN.COM

Pain is a seemingly un
avoidable human experi
ence. While people each deal
with pain in their own ways,
the women at the Raw Beau
ty Initiative held an event
Saturday, April 8, to offer an
other way to view suffering.
The Raw Beauty Initiative
was founded two years ago
when people saw there was a
space missing for Christian
women building each other up.
“As women, we need
women in a special way to
learn and grow—to become
the best versions of ourselves,”
said Rachel Pepmeyer, mem
ber of the Raw Beauty Initia
tive. “We hold events several
times a semester that include
a time for fellowship, hearing
a student’s personal story and

FAITH: Raw Beauty Initiative stu
dent group

GVL | LUKE HOLMES

a guest speaker’s wisdom.”
The event called “Seren
ity Amidst Suffering” was
held in Grand Valley State
University’s Kirkhof Cen
ter from 9:30 a.m. to noon,
and encouraged attendees to
view pain as a way to gain a
relationship with God.
“I think suffering offers
us as humans the opportu
nity to walk alongside Christ
in his suffering. This spiritual
conflict is a purification, not
a punishment,” said Mikayla
Thibodeau, member of the
Raw Beauty Initiative. “It is an
invitation to draw near to him
and to rely on him.”
Furthermore, the event
illustrated suffering as a new
way to bring people into the
Christian faith.
“Although suffering is
never enjoyable in the mo
ment, complex good can and
does come of it,” Pepmeyer
said. “If we suffer well, then
we have a sacred opportu
nity to bring others into a
relationship with Christ.”
However, the members of
the initiative did not claim to
have all of the answers.
“Through this event, we
don’t aim to answer the ques
tion of why there is suffer
ing in the world, because we
don’t know,” Pepmeyer said.
“Rather, we aim to convey
the truth that suffering was
not intended as part of God’s
original plan and that he does
not delight in our suffering.”
Rather than giving direct
answers, the members opened
up the space for speakers to tell
attendees their experiences.
“We at The Raw Beauty
Initiative do not have all the

answers, but we can offer you
the opportunity to hear two
beautiful and powerful stories
of how two women encoun
tered the love and peace of
God through terrible sorrow
and hardship,” Thibodeau
said. “The purpose is we seek
the truth, beauty and good
ness of suffering.”
Members of the Raw Beau
ty Initiative believe suffering is
an important topic to discuss,
as their faith has helped them
through times of pain.
“When I am suffering, I can
turn to the Lord to be my com
fort instead of looking to other
outlets such as comfort food
or Netflix,” Thibodeau said. “I
found that ultimately he is the
friend that never that has never
let me down, and is always
available when I need him.”
Members of the initiative
said a relationship with their
God has allowed them to
move past their hardships.
“I can choose (moving
forward) by surrendering my
control to him or I can keep the
control and be enslaved to my
suffering instead of encoun
tering the freedom he has to
offer,” Thibodeau said. “Christ
can remove the bondage that
suffering holds over us.”
Furthermore, Raw Beau
ty Initiative members be
lieve that dealing with pain
head on gives them the abil
ity to support others.
“It’s important to learn how
to confront the pain of suffer
ing so that healing can begin to
take place," Pepmeyer said. “It is
just as important to know how
to love and help those around
us who are going through suf
ferings of their own.”
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LIPOVSKY REPEATS AS
GLIAC PITCHER OF THE
WEEK
After the Grand Valley State
softball team won all four games
of its weekend series, sophomore
Allison Lipovsky earned GLIAC
Pitcher of the Week for the sec
ond week in a row. She pitched
two shutouts and did not allow
an extra base hit in either game.
After posting a 0.70 ERA
in three games in the week of
March 27, Lipovsky posted better
statistics in the pair of home
double headers Saturday, April 8
and Sunday, April 9.
Against Findlay in the first
doubleheader, Lipovsky issued
struck out seven batters while
only allowing four hits and three
walks. She led the team to a
6-0 victory while throwing 115
pitches.
In her second game against
Tiffin, Lipovsky threw an eight-in
ning shutout while allowing only
three hits. She gave up no walks
in the contest and struck out 11
batters. The Lakers went on to
win the game 1-0 on a walk-off
solo homerun by Jenna Lenza.
Lipovsky finished the week
end with a 2-0 record in 15
innings pitchers. She gave up
seven singles to go along with
three walks and 18 strikeouts.
She dropped her season ERA
to 1.45, the second best in the
GLIAC. She leads the GLIAC with
7.72 strikeouts per game.

MEN’S GOLF WINS
MIDWEST REGIONAL
After only one round of play,
the Grand Valley State men’s
golf team finished in first place
in the NCAA Midwest Regional
at the Purgatory Golf Club in
Noblesville, Indiana Sunday,
April 9. The second round of the
tournament was cancelled due to
inclement weather.
In the first and only day of
the tournament, the Lakers
carded an overall score of threeunder-285 between four scorers.
The Lakers finished six strokes
ahead of Saginaw Valley State at
291, followed by a three-way tie
between Indianapolis, Lewis and
Missouri-St. Louis at 294.
Sophomore Bryce Messner led
the way for the Lakers with the
second-lowest score in the tour
nament with a four-under-68.
Alex Nannetti followed close be
hind and tied for third place with
a two-under-70. Both Messner
and Nannetti were named to the
All-Tournament Team as top-five
finishers.
Junior Domenic Mancinelli
tied for seventh with an even par
72 while Alex Scott rounded out
the scoring for the Lakers with a
three-over-75. Owen Rush shot
an eight-over-80 and did not fac
tor into the team’s score.

NATIONAL CHAMPIONS: The GVSU club dodgeball team runs for their dodgeballs in a posed photo. For the fifth time in a row,
the team was named national champions after beating in-state rivals Central Michigan University. COURTESY | GV magazine

Five-peat
BY BRENDAN MCMAHON
BMCHANON@LANTHORN.COM

he Grand Valley
State club dodgeball
team won their fifth
straight
National
Collegiate Dodgeball Asso
ciation Championship, beat
ing Central Michigan for the
third year in a row, 2-1.
This is GVSU’s eighth
championship within the
past decade.
The lakers qualified for
nationals and solidified them
I
■

selves as a No. 1 seed in the
tournament after finishing
the regular season 19-3.
Nationals began Sat
urday, April 8, when the
Lakers began their run
against Akron. The Lakers
advanced to the next round
easily, beating Akron 5-0.
The
Lakers’
second
round opponent, Bowling
Green State, gave the Lakers
a scare in the beginning, ty
ing the score 1-1 early on.
“They’ve gotten lot better
than in the past and actually

GV dodgeball wins fifth
consecutive national championship
put up a fight,” said club presi
dent Ix)gan Rohloflf. “We un
derestimated them a little bit
at the beginning but were able
to eventually beat them.”
Later in the afternoon,
the Lakers took on Towson in the field of 32.
“We have a lot of respect
for Towson and we knew
they were going to be good
competition,” said club vice
president Aaron Kraffit.
“They beat us for the first
point and we became wor
ried. Then we started play

ing more of our strategy and
didn’t have a problem.”
The Lakers overcame
an early 1-0 deficit and
went on to win 3-1.
The Lakers finished
undefeated on day one,
but their path from the
Sweet 16 to the cham
pionship would be the
toughest stretch of games
the would play all year.
Western Kentucky was
the first team the Lakers
would face Sunday, April
9. A few Lakers claimed

that it was nothing but a
good warm-up game to
get loose for the rest of
the day, as they went on
to roll the Big Red, 5-1.
The Lakers then took
on James Madison, a team
that no one wanted to see
as early as the Elite Eight
round. The Lakers faced
JMU in November and
were fortunate to come
away with an overtime win.

SEE DODGEBALL | A8
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WEEKS NAMED GLiAC
FIELD ATHLETE OF THE
WEEK
After competing in the
Western Kentucky Hilltopper
Relays in Bowling Green,
Kentucky Friday, April 7 and
Saturday, April 8, high jumper for
the Grand Valley State track and
field team Hunter Weeks was
named Men’s GLIAC Field Athlete
of the Week.
Weeks is continuing his suc
cess into the outdoor season
from the indoor season in the
winter. He placed third at the
NCAA Indoor Championships
in the high jump and placed
first at the GLIAC Indoor
Championships.

RUNNER-UP: The GVSU Dance Team poses with their trophy after the NDA Collegiate Championship in Tampa, Florida. Despite the team being stuck at Detroit Metro
Airport just 24 hours before the competition, the team still rallied together and placed second in the hip-hop and jazz competitions, courtesy I GVSU dance team
BY JACOB ARVIDSON
JA R VIDSON@L A N THORN. COM

VARSITY SCHEDULE
lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

FOOTBALL
Saturday, noon at Spring Classic
(Lubbers Stadium)
BASEBALL
Friday, 1 p.m. at Lake Erie
(Doubleheader)
Saturday, TBA at Lake Erie (DH)
SOFTBALL
Friday, 3:30 p.m. at Northwood
(DH)
Saturday, noon at Saginaw Valley
State (DH)
LACROSSE
Saturday, 1 p.m. vs Northern
Michigan
TRACK AND FIELD
Saturday through Sunday at
various meets (Split-squad)

•♦

It was 6 p.m. on the eve
of the National Dance Al
liance National Champi
onship in Daytona Beach,
Florida. Grand Valley State
was supposed to be on
stage practicing and mark
ing their spots for competi
tion the following day.
Instead, the Laker dance
team was practicing in the
Detroit Metro Airport.
The GVSU team fought
through multiple flight de
lays, lost luggage, unplanned
bus trips and lack of sleep,
but
still
man-

to finish as the Division II
national runner-up in both
the hip hop and jazz catego
ries.
“It was quite the expe
rience,” said senior cap
tain Kimberly Pecoraro.
Coaches Rael Orao and
Kathryn Allen-Nyenbrink
flew out of Grand Rapids,
Michigan to Atlanta where
they were supposed to meet
their dancers who were fly
ing out of Detroit. Both par
ties were flying out of their
respective locations early
in the morning Wednesday
April 5, with the rendez
vous in Atlanta expected
somewhere around noon.
But
the
coaches
wouldn’t see the girls until
3:30 a.m. Thursday, April
6, in Daytona Beach.
After weather forced
a mid-flight landing in
Tennessee, Orao and
Allen-Nyenbrink
eventually made it
to Atlanta, only to
find out the weather

wouldn’t permit them to were on the runway for the
fly to Florida. So, the two second time, Delta received
coaches rented a car and another delay announce
began the six-hour Journey ment. After sitting on the
plane for another hour they
to Daytona Beach.
“It was a bit of a night let us get off the plane again.”
Scrambling, the team
mare,” Orao said.
booked the
Meanwhile,
the weather de
only
flight
lay Orao and Alinto Florida
“I had never
len-Nyenbrink
they
could
heard such a
were experienc
find: an 8
p.m. flight to
ing first-hand
roar from a
in Atlanta was
Tampa.
crowd before
causing a cor
With the
responding de
chance at a
and it sent a
lay in Detroit.
practice run
chill down my
But, unlike the
on the perspine.”
coaches,
the
formance
GVSU dancers’
stage in Day
flight never left
tona
Beach
KAYLIN WALTERS
the ground.
gone,
the
SENIOR CAPTAIN
“We sat on
team elected
the plane for al
to practice in
most two hours before they the only space available: the
let us off?’ said senior cap Detroit Metro Airport.
tain Kaylin Walters. “Then,
“We went from gate to
as soon as they let us off the gate and found this big
plane they re-boarded us be area with a fountain and
cause they thought they had this big, empty space,"
clearance for takeoff. As we said sophomore captain

Domonique
Chambers.
“For the most part, traffic
was going around because
of this big fountain, so we
just condensed ourselves
in the corner of that area.”
Even though they weren’t
in anyone’s way, people began
to take notice. It’s not often a
dance team decides to hold
practice in an airport.
“People were actually re
ally interested,” Chambers
said. “They were taking
videos, taking pictures of
us and coming up and talk
ing to us. At one point there
was this young kid that saw
us dancing and he came
and tried to dance with us,
which was really cute."
The flight to Tampa, Flor
ida went smoothly, but the
Ixiker dance team was still
about three hours across the
state from where they needed
to be. The girls worked out a
way to take a bus to Daytona
Beach. They would finally arSEE DACNCE | A8
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Complete the sweep
Baseball beats Ashland in two games for first sweep in over a month
BY JOSH PEICK

JPEICmLANTHORN.COM

After splitting five consecu
tive doubleheaders, the Grand
Valley State baseball team
swept Ashland in an afternoon
doubleheader
Wednesday,
April 12. The Lakers won the
opening game 8-2 followed by
a 14-5 in the nightcap.
The Lakers (19-13, 7-7
GLLAC) wasted no time jump
ing out to a lead in the first
game by scoring five runs in
the first inning. Ashland gave
the Lakers three extra outs
with three errors in the frame.
GVSU took advantage of
the extra outs starting with
a two-run single from third
baseman Austin Ladoux. The
Lakers scored one run after
an error on a Connor Glick
groundball. To score the last
two runs of the inning, Keith
Browning hit a two-run single
through the right side.
“That just set the tone for
the day,” said GVSU coach Ja
mie Detillion. “We had some of
the best practices we’ve had all
year yesterday. We were able to
break some video down, take a

look at some things and figure
out some reasons why results
are happening a certain way.”
GVSU
pitcher
Tate
Brawley gave up two runs in
the third inning but settled
down after finishing the in
ning. He continued to pitch
a complete game with six
strikeouts and zero walks in
seven innings of work.
In only his second start of
the season, Brawley paired
up with catcher Glick for his
best performance of the year.
“Me and Conner went to
high school together so we
know each other really well,”
Brawley said. “We just worked
together, mixed up pitches
and worked backwards.”
After GVSU’s lead was
cut to three-runs, the Lak
ers answered back with two
runs in the fourth inning.
Matt Williams hit a tworun single up the middle to
take the momentum back.
As
Brawley
cruised
through the final four in
nings, GVSU added an in
surance run on a solo
homerun by Alex Young.
Finding consistency

from game to game has been
an issue for the team, but the
Lakers continued the mo
mentum with two runs in
the first inning of the second
game. Seth Johnson hit an
RBI single before Anthony
Villar added an RBI base
knock two batters later.
“(I was) just attacking
fastballs,” Villar said. “This
week we focused all of our
hitting on just hitting the
fastball early in the count.”
Starting pitcher Noah Lamboley gave the Lakers another
quality start allowing only one
run through the first six in
nings. He got in trouble in the
seventh inning, allowing two
homeruns for three runs, but
with a six-run lead it did not
affect the outcome of the game.
“You can look at the scoreboard and say ‘three runs,
that was a tough inning,’ but
Lamboley threw outstand
ing for

(innings),” Detillion said. “If
that’s our biggest downfall,
we are in good shape.”
With six games this
week, two quality starts
from Brawley and Lambol
ey saves the Lakers’ bull
pen for the weekend.
“They gave us a chance
not only to compete and win
today which that was the first
job at hand, but it puts us in
good shape for this weekend
with pitching,” Detillion said.
Similar to the first game,
the Lakers answered back
with two runs in the bot
tom of seventh and five
runs in the eighth inning to
put the game out of reach.
With runners on First
and second with no outs in
the eighth inning, Detillion
and Williams talked about
the possibility of Williams
bunting in this situation.
“We thought about bun
ting with the scenario, but I
certainly trust him,” Detillion
said. “He said T’d rather swing
but whatever it takes for the
team,’ and that was a good
answer so I let him swing.”
The move worked.

Williams mashed a threerun homerun down the left
field line to put the game
out of reach.
The homerun marked
22 runs scored for the Lak
ers in two games while giv
ing up only seven runs.
“It’s a huge step in the right
direction,” Detillion said. “It’s
just offense building off of
good defense followed by good
pitching. All three facets of the
game were pretty solid today.”
For the first time since the

first weekend of the season
in February, the Lakers com
pleted a doubleheader sweep.
With the two wins, the Lak
ers jumped two spots into
sixth place in the GLIAC.
“It just gives us a lot of mo
mentum going into this week
end,” Villar said. “These final
18 games are really big for us
where we sit in the GLLAC.”
The Lakers will travel to
Painesville, Ohio for a fourgame series against Lake Erie
starting Saturday, April 14.

SHUT THE DOOR: Tate Brawley (22) and Connor Glick (16) fist
bump at the mound after closing out an inning,
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LAY IT DOWN: Alex Young (12) tries a bunt during the game vs. Ashland on Wednesday. April 12. The

DIRTY LAUNDRY: Josh Smith (9) slides back into first base as Ashland’s pitcher checks him. The junior

leadoff hitting outfielder is currently batting .307 during his senior season. GVL | KEVIN SIELAFF

infielder is currently second on the Lakers with four stolen bases this season. GVL I KEVIN SIELAFF
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According to Krafft, James
Madison was one of the most
complete teams they faced, but
the Lakers jumped out to a lead
and never relinquished it.
“We were all catching
and team throwing, it was
one of the best team vic
tories we had all season,”
Krafft said. “Everyone was
clicking on all cylinders.”
With a win over JMU,
the Lakers advanced to the
Final Four to take on in
state foe, Michigan State.
The Lakers finished with a

DANCE
CONTINUED FROM A7

rive at their destination, not
long after their coaches, at

6-2 record against Michigan
State in the regular season.
The Lakers fell behind early,
trailing 2-0 at halftime.
“We were very, very ner
vous. No one looked like they
wanted to be there by the end
of the first half’ Kraftt said.
Just while players be
gan bracing themselves for
a long and disappointing
ride home, they received a
much needed pep talk from
a surprising teammate.
While Clary Walker is a
member of the J V dodgeball
team at GVSU and is not
listed on the roster, he gave
a speech the team took to
heart. From coaching them

on their First half miscues
to motivating the guys by
explaining the importance
and urgency of the situa
tion, the team responded
well in the second half.
The Lakers mounted a
comeback and were able
to force overtime. The two
teams went to overtime in
January during a regular
season match-up, a game
the Spartans won 2-1.
“January, that was long
time ago,” Rohloff said.
“We’ve gotten a lot better
since then. We don’t remem
ber things like that, we knew
we could come back again.”
A few thousand people

were tuned in via Facebook
Live, and the Lakers put on
a show—they dominated
the overtime period.
Several
Lakers’ players
threw out the lone Spartan
remaining and won the final
point, clinching their spot in
the NCDA Championship.
The Lakers were set to take
on Central Michigan in the
championship. After coming
off a nail-biting finish in the
semifinals, the Lakers felt at
ease before taking the court
against Central Michigan.
“Even though we’ve played
a lot of close games with CMU,
we knew that it wouldn’t be
much of a (fight). We knew we

could win,” Kraftt said.
There was no secret strat
egy to winning the champion
ship game—the Lakers played
as if it was any other game.
“We just played smart.
CMU is very good at catching
and that’s the only way they
could have beaten us,” Rohloff
said. “They don’t have the arms
to beat us throwing-wise. Flay
ing dumb was the only way we
were going to lose that game.”
The Lakers hoped for the
same production they were
receiving all weekend from
captain Brandon Meisel and
Nolan Stanko, who made
paramount catches that aided
GVSU’s championship run.

The Lakers took a one
point lead before CMU would
tie the score. With a 1-1 game,
the Lakers took a 2-1 lead
with less then two minutes re
maining in the game.
The score would remain
2-1 until the clock hit all zeros
and the Lakers were once again
named NCDA Champions for
the fifth straight year. That is
the club’s ninth championship
since its inception.
“This
is
incredible,”
Krafft said. “I never imag
ined being apart of some
thing like this when I first
came to Grand Valley.”

3:30 a.m., just 12 hours be
fore their first performance.
“Between hours of delayed
flights, lost luggage, and anx
iously waiting to arrive to Day
tona for the NDA Nationals

competition, the team was very
patient and did a fantastic job
keeping our spirits high,” Wal
ters said. “I was impressed with
the team’s determination to stay
mentally focused even in the

midst of traveling chaos.”
The lost luggage topped the
entire experience off.
The team arrived with
only the clothes they were
wearing and whatever they
had in their backpacks.
Thanks to the brilliant advice
of Fecoraro, the dancers had
all stored the costumes they
needed for their first perfor
mance in their backpacks.
Once the GVSU team took
the stage, the horror story that
encompassed the trip down to
the NDA Nationals Champi
onships disappeared. The team
nailed their preliminary rou
tines and cruised into both the
jazz and hip hop finals as the
second highest scoring team.
The Lakers posted a 9.621 score
heading into the finals, the
highest in program history.
“The girls were great," Allen-Nyenbrink said. “We as
coaches felt they did a great
job. We were pretty proud,
especially after all that we
went through. We definitely
did the job that we had come
to do and that was good ”
Praise from a coach is
one thing, but when the
audience starts showing
appreciation for a perfor
mance, that’s a completely
different level of validation.
“When the girls went out,
they had the largest crowd out
of all the Division I and I-A

Allen-Nyenbrink
schools,”
said. “Some of the coaches
whose teams didn’t make it
to finals had our shirts on,
had Grand Valley shirts on.
That was really cool. It really
lifted us up that all these other
schools were supporting us.”
The entire NDA Nation
als crowd loved the Laker
dance team.
“I had never heard such a
roar from a crowd before and
it sent a chill down my spine,”
Walters said. “I could feel the
energy electrify between my
teammates and I as the crowd
kept getting louder.”
Even after the Lakers
were done dancing, the
audience was still buzzing
with excitement.
“As soon as we came off
the stage, I had at least four
people that I didn’t know
come up to me and ask for
my name and if I wanted
to talk to them and be their
friend and take pictures
with them,” Chambers said.
“It was really exciting to see
that, even though we did get
second place, we made an
impact on the crowd and be
came an inspiration.”
After months of prepara
tion and fine-tuning of every
detail in each routine, GVSU
produced nearly flawless per
formances in the jazz and hip
hop finals, Allen-Nyenbrink

said. They left Daytona Beach
as the national runners-up to
Valdosta State in the hip hop
competition and Lindenwood
in the jazz competition.
“I felt the girls did a re
ally good job,” Orao said.
“But it was definitely disap
pointing. When we practice,
we’re not practicing for sec
ond place, we’re practicing
for first place. We have three
seniors that are graduating
and I would have loved for
them to experience another
national championship win
before they graduate. We
all agreed that we loved the
choreography this year, so it
would have been nice to see
them get rewarded for that
and their hard work and ev
erything they’ve put in.”
The Laker dance team has
won three national titles and
been national runner-up
twice now under co-coaches
Orao and Allen-Nyenbrink.
Both coaches recognize the
2016-17 team as not just
the most tightly-knit unit
they’ve ever coached, but the
most talented one as well.
“This is our best season
yet,” Orao said. “This has
been, by far, my most re
warding season coaching
them. This team was our
most cohesive team we’ve
ever experienced.”

STAY CONNECIED

With the Lanthorn on Social Media

O @GVLanthorn

O

Grand Valley
Lanthorn
@GVLanthorn
@GVLanthorn
lanthorn.com

♦ • ♦♦

APRIL 13, 2017

GRAND VALLEY LANTHORN
V (&GVLSPORTS

SOFTBALL

fThe time is now’
BY BEAU TROUTMAN
SPORTS@LANTHORN.COM

The Grand Valley State
softball team won three
games and lost nine on its
spring break trip last month.
One month later, the Lak
ers are riding a seven game win
streak and are tied for third
place in the conference.
“We really realized the
time is now,” said junior Mary
Deppe. “We didn’t have any
more time to wait to get things
done. We had to do it now.
Once we kind of got in the
swing of things, then it just
came a little bit easier. Everyone
started to get more confident
and that always helps.”
GVSU hit the road Tuesday,

April 11, for a doubleheader
with Midwest Region oppo
nent the St. Josephs College
Pumas in Rensselaer, Indiana.
The Lakers won game one 7-1
behind a strong pitching per
formance from GLLAC Pitcher
of the Week Allison Lipovsky,
and then ended the day with a
2-0 win in game two.
In addition to having won
seven games in a row, the Lak
ers have won 10 out of their
last 12. Before the streak, the
Lakers had been losing games
by margins of one and two
runs, and had trouble making
outcome-changing plays.
Now, the Lakers are starting
to get those types of plays.
“We were kind of struggling
with the pressure situations,

getting the job done when we
needed to get it done,” said se
nior Kelsey Dominguez. “But
we definitely did better with
that (Tuesday) and we have
been for the past seven games
and that’s why we’re getting on
the winning end of it.”
The Lakers (19-15, 7-5
GLLAC) are tied for third
place in the conference with
Wayne State, Ashland, Ohio
Dominican and Findlay.
In the first game of the
doubleheader, the Lakers got
yet another strong perfor
mance out of their sophomore
ace Lipovsky, who recorded
her 11th complete game of the
year. She struck out 13 batters,
allowed only three hits, three
walks and one earned run.

GV extends winning streak to seven games
with doubleheader wins over St. Joseph’s
The win comes after Li
povsky was named conference
Pitcher of the Week for games
played this past weekend, in
which she pitched 15 innings
over two games, allowing just
seven hits and striking out 18
batters. She is now 8-3 on the
year with a 1.41 ERA.
Lipovsky had run support
as well in the 7-1 win. Junior
shortstop Teagan Shomin led
the way, batting 2-for-4 off of
two doubles with two RBIs.
Dominguez and sophomore
Shannon Flaherty each add
ed an RBI as well.
All nine players in the
Lakers’ lineup recorded at
least one hit.
“It’s nice we’re starting to
get some production out of

the lineup a little bit,” said
GVSU coach Dana Callihan.
“They’re starting to feed off
each other a little bit. Hitting
is contagious. You get a string
going and the next hitter
wants to get one, and then the
next hitter wants to get one.”
Game two of the doubleheader saw junior pitchers
Courtney Reinhold and Allie
Grys combine for a shutout in
the 2-0 win. Reinhold pitched
the first four innings, allowing
five hits and forcing several bat
ters to ground out or fly out.
Reinhold got out of several
pressure situations. The Pu
mas loaded the bases with one
out in the second inning, had
a leadoff triple in the third
and had runners on the cor

ners in the fourth. Reinhold
was able to evade trouble in
each of those situations.
In the fourth inning, the
Lakers got an RBI single from
junior catcher Jessica Ramos
and Dominguez recorded an
RBI on a sacrifice fly to give
GVSU its two runs and Rein
hold (5-4) the win.
Grys came in for relief in
the fifth inning. She notched
four strikeouts and allowed
no hits to record her first ca
reer save with the Lakers.
Grys got the save while
still recovering from a bout
with pneumonia.
“The whole pitching staff is
incredible,” Grys said. “We’re
up in the air with so many dif
ferent pitchers. One gets sick,
one gets injured, another gets
hurt, but when we come to
gether all at once, it’s awesome.”
Senior Jenna Lenza was the
only GVSU batter with more
than one hit. She went 2-for-3
with one double, her 17th of
the year. She is now five doubles
away from tying the GLLAC
season record (22).
The Lakers will go on an
other road trip this weekend for
the last time in the regular sea
son. GVSU plays Northwood
in a doubleheader Friday, April
14, and then the SVSU Cardi
nals Saturday, April 15, for an
other doubleheader. SVSU (249, 9-3) is the top-ranked team
in the conference.
The Lakers are confident
they can find success on the
road again this weekend.
“We were just talking about
how we’ve got to go out there
with intensity and work to
gether with a team mindset,”
Grys said. “We have to do what
we do every game: go out there
with confidence and know
we’re going to dominate.”

TEAM MINDSET: Courtney Reinhold (7) winds up to throw the pitch. After losing nine of their 12 games during their spring break trip, the Lakers have turned a leaf and have
extended their winning streak to seven games after sweeping a doubleheader against St. Josephs Tuesday, April 11 with strong pitching performances. GVL I LUKE holmes

CLUB ROLLER HOCKEY

‘Hammering the positives’
BY ROBBIE TRIANO
RTRIANO(g)LAN THORN. COM

The Grand Valley State
men’s club roller hockey teams
(Division I and III) qualified for
and competed in the 2017 Na
tional Collegiate Roller Hockey
Championship in Fort Myers,
Florida from Sunday, April 5,
through Thursday, April 9.
Although both the DI
and Dill teams qualified for
the highest pool play seeds
in the program’s eight-year
history, both teams finished
the tournament with only
one win and four losses to
end their season and nation
al championship hopes.
The DI team’s lone victory
came against West Chester as
the Lakers won 3-1, advanc
ing them into the tournament’s
Elite Eight. The Lakers’ season leading scorer Garrett Polish
(34 goals, 24 assists) finished
the game with two goals while
teammate Aaron Mizgalski
tacked on the team’s other goal.
But the DI team’s tourna
ment came to a close as an
experienced Michigan State
team broke a 2-2 tie in the
third period to deliver its team
a 3-2 victory over the Lakers.
Laker goal scorers came from
sophomore Cody Hagen and
junior Kenny Wurth.
“We
play
(Michigan
State) all year long, so
we knew to expect that it
would be a close game until
the finish,” said coach Isaac
Washburn. “We battled and
we stayed the course.
“At the end of the day, you
wish you could move further
in the tournament, but we
took a big step in our program
advancing one round further
than we ever had before.”
A major reason for their
poor tournament records was
both teams’ improved records
placed the Lakers in the most
challenging pool of competi
tion. The DI squad lost to the
eventual champion Farmingdale 4-3 Sunday, April 5, and to
back-to-back champion Neu
mann 5-1 Monday, April 6, just
in the first round of pool play.
Even though the compe
tition against tournament

heavyweights proved to be too
much for the Lakers, Wash
burn believes his teams’ el
evated their play to a level he
couldn’t hang his head about.
“We knew going into the
tournament that the compe
tition was going to be better
right off the bat, but it took
learning some tough les
sons the hard way to adjust
the competition,” Washburn
said. “But when you look at
the scores and the way we
played, we proved that we did
belong in those positions. We
were in a spot we were never
in before and we had to learn
how to stay close in games to
get victories.”
Polish, DI captain and se
lection to the Division 1 AllMCRHL 1st Team, agreed with
his coach in terms of competi
tion his team faced.
“They were by far the best
teams we played all season,”
Polish said. “Our team han
dled it pretty well as we nev
er stopped grinding. Within
the top eight teams, there is
not a lot of difference be
tween them. It came down
to the little things.”
Ihe Dill team experienced
similar troubles in pool play as
they lost to eventual champions
Lindenwood 10-3, runner-up
Farmingdale 2-1 and Michi
gan State 5-2. laker goals came
from Justin Sims (three goals),
Wesley Guthrie, Carl Soderling, and Tyler Glenfield.
The Lakers’ next game
against Cortland was a com
pletely different story as they
demolished the Dragons 8-2
to advance to the semifinals
Wednesday, April 8. Both
Sims and Glenfield scored
a hat trick while teammate
Daniel Nielsen added the
other two Laker goals.
GVSU had a chance to re
deem themselves against Lin
denwood, but fell short 7-4 to
end the season. Regular season
leading scorer Soderling (17
goals, 15 assists) was aware of
his team’s struggles, but felt they
made a name for themselves in
the tournament.
“We had some ups and
downs trying to match the fast
pace and precise shots against

GVSU DI, Dill club roller hockey
teams eliminated at nationals

ROLLIN’: Members of the Division I club roller hockey team share a quick laugh on the rink. Both the Division I and III teams finished with a
record of one win and four losses in the National Collegiate Roller Hockey Championship in Fort Myers, Florida. COURTESY | CLUB SPORTS

teams that eat up mistakes, but
we can’t complain about that
now. Those are the games you
want to play because it’s at the
highest level,” Soderling said.
“Overall, I think we handled
the competition well, especially
against Farmingdale and Lin
denwood in the semifinals. It
showed we could hang with the
best of them and I’m proud of
how the team performed.”
With both teams’ seasons
now in the rear-view mirror,
Washburn reflects on this
year’s successes and future
goals down the road.
“Our roster last year was
incredibly youthful and young.
Those guys left the tournament
last year wanting much more,
so we put the work in this year
and our improvement showed
with our placement in the tour
nament,” Washburn said. “Both
teams can walk away knowing
that they put up a fight until the
very end. Were going to take
this a learning experience as we
only lose four seniors this year.
“From now on, it’s just going
to be hammering the positives
and trying to move forward.”

am a singer and fashion designer
born in England on April 17,1974. I’ve
always been posh and was part of
one of pop music’s most successful
all-girl groups. Today I have a clothing
empire and play mom to four sons.
vuopij\ :jmsuy
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W. GOLF

Claiming the crown
BY BRADY MCATAMNEY
BMCATAMNEYtaLANTHORN.COM

The Grand Valley State
women’s golf team won the
JBMF Cavalier Classic in
Canton, Ohio with an over
all score of 608.
The Lakers shot 309 on day
one Monday, April 10, good
enough to put them second
going into the second round,
then proceeded to blow the
competition away with a 299
on day two Tuesday, April
11. Co-second place finishers
Northern Michigan and Ash
land each ended up 14 strokes
behind the Lakers.
“Over the last couple weeks
I think we’ve been trending in
the right direction. The big
gest thing today was everyone
played well on the same day,”
said head coach Rebecca Mailloux. “They’re getting a bit more
confident now that were get

ting more golf in. Some steady enough to place tied for 25th,
practice and having played a lot after improving her score by 12
of golf has helped us.”
strokes on the second day.
Senior Julie Guckian led
“Everything today went
the way for GVSU, shooting a pretty smoothly and yesterday
combined one-over-145 (73, too. I can’t really say I made a
72) and finish
lot of mistakes
ing first overall
and mistakes 1
and four strokes
did make were
“Playing more
ahead of second
pretty
minor,”
place. It marked
and going dayGuckian
said.
her first career
“I
used
them
as
to-day will be the
collegiate victory.
motivation
to
key to getting
Junior Samantha
go into today
Moss
finished
and pull it off. A
them to continue
tied for sixth with
couple of missed
on this trend.”
a score of eightputts and some
over-152
(77,
shots that weren’t
REBECCA MAILLOUX
755). Senior Alex
great, but noth
HEAD COACH
Taylor, sopho
ing that hurt too
more Mackenzie
bad. Had to take
Blomberg and
what you can get
freshman Katie
out there.”
Chipman all tied for 12th place
This victory for GVSU
with scores of 157 and fresh marks its third first place finish
man Maria Sol Pose rounded on an event this season.
Going into the conference
the team out with a 162, good

tournament, it is imperative
that the Lakers continue
their strong play in order
to make a splash against the
best of the GLIAC.
“We’ve got to keep practic
ing and hopefully the weather
will cooperate. The key for us
is to keep playing golf’ Mailloux said. “The course has just
been so wet and getting good
conditions over the next couple
weeks will be good. Playing

GV claims JBMF
Cavalier Classic crown
more and going day-to-day will
be the key to getting them to
continue on this trend.”
While playing and staying
loose will always be a major
key for any team looking to
compete, laker golfers feel that
there is more that goes into it
than just swinging clubs.
“I think it’s all about our at
titude going in. I think know
ing that we can shoot those
scores and we can come out

on top, even after a rough first
day, it’s really cool to see that no
one (quits),” Moss said. “We all
came together to get the win.
Knowing that, we’re confident
and we know that those hours
we put in will pay off’
Postseason play begins on
Friday, April 21, when the
Lakers travel to Virtues Golf
Club in Nashport, Ohio to
compete in the three-day long
GLIAC Championship.

Interested in working for the Lanthorn? Check
us out on Laker Jobs for the following positions!

Writers
Photographers
Advertising Executives
Graphic Designers
And more!
CONFIDENCE: Senior Julie Guckian lines up and hits one of her many putts. The women’s golf GLIAC
Championship was held at the Meadows Friday and Saturday, April 21-22, 2016. GVL J LUKE HOLMES
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some restrictions apply
email lakerexchange@lanthom.com for more info on restrictions
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Announcements

L
Looking for a male sublease
to move in at the end of
April. It is located at 9
Lexington SW Ave.
Managed by Fulton Place
and is a 3 floor, 4 bedroom
townhouse. 2 bathrooms on
top and bottom floor,
includes kitchen electronics
and furnished bedroom.
Rent is $700 including
utilities, but it will increase
after summer to $750. The
current lease runs until the
end of July. You can contact
me at xiongc@mail edu.

Meadows Crossing is the
best off-campus housing in
Grand Valley apartments.
Our townhomes
and Allendale apartments in
Allendale offer modern
amenities, comfort, privacy,
and a great location.
Conveniently located at the
48th Avenue entrance to
Grand Valley State
University’s Allendale
campus. Schedule a tour
today and experience the
best off-campus, GVSU
apartments in the Allendale
rental market!
Looking for a female to
sublease room for fall
semester (August to
December) 2017, location
East Grand Rapids, Rent
$500 all included. Contact:
mmh006@aquinas.edu

In search of one more
female roommate to round
out our roommate squad!
We live in Campus West, in
the 4 bedroom, 2 bathroom
townhouses. The rent is
$465 a month, with utilities
costing less than $30 a
month. We are 3 seniors
girls of varying degrees, who
are all laid-back, but still like
to have fun. Contact me at
cartshel@mail gvsu edu or
at (989)854-2626 for more
info!

ANSWERS

TO

PUZZLES

Peppinos Pizza located
5065 Lake Michigan Dr.
offers lots of great food,
including a $6.95 1 item
pizza if you show your
college ID! Call them today
for more information
616-895-1615.
Have you lost a necklace?
One was found outside of
the Laker Marketplace. If
you have misplaced a
necklace, please contact
Susan Leonard at
616-617-8401.

616 Fulton Street

West, Grand Rapids
f^&ronliQkersgr.com
GV Athletics presents the
Annual Spring Classic on
Saturday, April 15th at
12pm. There will be a
pregame tailgate with free
food, drinks, and giveaways
starting at 11am. Contact the
GVSU Ticket Office at
616-331-3200 for more
information.

A

Now hiring service
technicians for
Greater Grand
Rapids area
No experience necessary,
starting pay $12 ♦ bonuses

Work on Mackinac Island
This Summer - Make
lifelong friends. The Island
House Hotel and Ryba’s
Fudge Shops are seeking
help in all areas: Front Desk,
Bell Staff, Wait Staff, Sales
Clerks, Kitchen, Baristas.
Dorm Housing, bonus, and
discounted meals.
(906) 847-7196.
www.theislandhouse.com

Daily Deals in Allendale is
hiring! It is located where
Save-A-Lot used to be.
Come check it out and pick
up an application!

Mosquito Joe of West
Michigan is hiring service
technicians to provide
seasonal mosquito control
insecticides to residential
homes in the Grand Rapids
area. No experience
necessary. We will train and
assist with state certification
requirements. We offer
flexible hours. Starting pay is
$12.00 per hour plus sale
bonuses along with the use
of a company vehicle for
service calls. Call today
616-726-6656

As the weather warms up,
cool off with delicious frozen
yogurt from Spoonlickers!
Located at 616 Fulton West
in downtown Grand Rapids.
Bring in Spoonlicker's ad in
today's paper and receive
20% off! For more
information about
Spoonlickers, visit
http://www spoonlickersgr.com.

Looking for a job? Maybe
just for the summer or while
you go to school? Call
Express Employment
Professionals today at
616-499-2199. We have a
variety of positions all over
West Michigan and would
love to talk with you and help
you find work. Visit www.
expressproslakeshore.com
for more information.
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